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For MONDAY, September 15, 1794. 





The Second Report from the Committee of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. 


(Continued from Page 187.) 


BOUT the time when the firft convention feparated, in 
April, 1793, a correfpondence feems to have commenced 
between Skirving (the Secretary) and various focieties in Eng 
land; and the fyftem of uniting all thefe focieties in Great 
Britain and Ireland, in common meafures, appears to have 
been regularly acted upon, Froma variety of letters found in 
the pofleflion of Skirving when apprehended at Edinburgh, on 
the 5th of December, 1793, it appears, that he corref»onded, 
as Secretary of the Scotch Convention, with the following foe 
Cieties ; 
The Society for Conftitutional Information, Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, London; 
The London Correfponding Society ; 
The Society of the Friends of the People, Free Mafons 
Tavern, London ; 
The Sheffield Conftitutional Society 5 
Leeds Conftitutional Society. 
Nottingham Society for promoting a Parliamentary Ree 
form ; and 
A Society at Norwich, : 
The correfpondence with the Sheffield Conftitutional Soe 
ciety commences in April, 1793: 
Vou, XXIV, 605. 2H Three 
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Three letters from their Secretary were found in the pof- 
feffion of Skirving, to whom they are addreffed, 

The firft of thefe, inclofing a copy of the petition then 
about to be prefented to the Houfe of Commons—The 
fecond, inclofing a fet of refolutions againft the war, which 
the Secretary tranfmits, with a requeft that they fhould be 
adopted by all the foc.eties in-Great Britain—And the third, 
dated the 27th of May, after acknowledging the receipt of a 
letter of the 10th of that month from Skiving, communi- 
cating to the Sheffield Society the proceedings of the Con- 
vention at Edinburgh, which feparated in April, approves of 
its proceedings, and ftates an addrefs made by their late, prefi- 
dent to the S$: effield Society, which, after complaining of the 
Jate rejection of the Sheffield petition in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, declares, that a reform in Parliament can never be 
brought about but by the powerful interpofition of the great 
body of the people. 

The Society of Leeds begin their correfpondence with 
Skirving, by a letter of the 2gth of May, 1793. by defiring 
fraternal communication with the Society of Edinburgh, re- 
quefting its affiftance and inftruction, and that though their 
numbers are few, not exceeding 200, they are men, and de- 
termined to inftruct their neighbours in their common ine 
tereft. , 

On the 18th of May, 1793, the Friends of the People, 
Free Mafons Tavern, London, pafled a vote of thanks to the 
Convention which had taken place the beginning of that year, 
for their zeal and activity in the caufe of parliamentary re- 
form, and recommended a continuance of the fame fpirit, in- 
duftry and temper, during the recefs of Parliament. This 
vote appears to have been tranfmitted to Skirving in a letter 
from the Secretary, which requefts, that the vote of thanks 
might be communicated to the various focieties in Scotland. 

On the 23d of July, the Secretary of the Friends of the 
People wrote another letter to Skirving (apparently in anfwer 
toa letter from him on the fubject) in which are the following 
paflages—* the plan of delegates would be very improper in 
this country at prefent. A very finall part of it indeed would 
be attive for reform. If fuch a meeting is attempted, it will 
‘ operate, like many rafh~fteps of fome who with well to the 
Cauic, much to its difadvantage.”” 

Another letter, dated the agth of OStober, from’the Secre- 
tary of the Friends of the People in London, addreffed alfo to 
Skitvingy acknowledges the rectipt of feveral copies “a 
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trials of Muir and Palmer, which he fays he will bind up with 
the trial of Paine, and recommends to the Scottifh Convention 
to avoid the violence which has done mifchjef to the caufe of 
reform in England, 

The correfpondence of the London Correfponding Society 
with Skirving, previous to May, 1793, does not appear ; but 
a letter of the 17th of this month, from the Secretary to 
Skirving, which has been already referred to, folicits a renewal 
of correfpondence, and more intimate co-operation. 

To this an anfwer was returned by Skirving, dated 25th 
of May, 1793, which has alfo been before referred to, and has 
the following remarkable paflages : 

s If we fought only the extirpation of one fet of interefted 
men from the menagement of national affairs, that place 
might be given to another fet, without affeAing the vitals of 
the fyftem adverfe to reform, this might be eafily accomplifhed ; 
but to cut up wide and deep rooted prejudices, to give effectual 
energy to the dictates of truth in favour of public virtuc and 
natioual profperity, in oppofition to felf and all its interefted 
habits, and to with{tand and over-awe the final efforts of the 
powers of darknefs, is the work of the whole, and not of a 
part ;—a work to which mankind, till this awful period, were 
never adequate ; becaufe never, till now, difpofed to fraternize. 

“ Let us begin in carneft to make up our minds relative to 
the extent of reform which we ought to feek, be prepared to 
juftify it, and to controvert objections. Let us model the 
whole in the public mind, Let us provide every ftake and 
ftay of the tabernacle which we would erect ; fo that when the 
tabernacles of oppreflion in the palaces of ambition are broken 
down, under.the madnefs and folly of their fupporters, we may 
then, without anarchy and all dangerous delay, erect at once 
our tabernacle of righteoufnels.” 

On the 5th of October the Secretary of the London Core 
refponding Socicty again writes to Skirving, highly appreving 
of the idea of a Convention, and expreffing his belief that the 
London Correfponding Society will fend delegates to it; 
“ Our freedom as you juftly obferve, depends entirely on our 
felves, and upon our availing ourfelves of this opportunity, 
which once loft may not be fo {oon recovered.” 

On the 8th of November, he again writes to the delegates 
Margarot and Gerrald, then at Edinburgh, informing them of 
what had been doing in the fociety fince their departure; and 
requefts ta be favoured “ with the number of delegates in 
2H 2 the 
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the Convention, and the number from England alfo, and how 
the civil and military power relifhes your meeting.” 

On the 29'h of No. ember, he again writes to them, ftating 
that the General Commitice “ are highly pleafed with the pro« 
pofed union with our northern brethren ; and beg you will 
ufe every exertion in your power to eftablifh that defirabe 
u ion upon a firm and permanent befis. It eives us great plea- 
fure and encouragement to hear that the {pirit of liberty is fo 
flourifhing in the north; and are happy to inform you that the 
fame noble fpirit is making a rapid progrefs in the fouth.” 

The 1ftruct.ons from the Correfponding Ssciety to Mar. 
garot and. Ger ald, dated the 24th of October, 1793, figned 
by their csairman and fecretary, were alfo found in the poffef. 
fion of Skirving. They confifts of nine different articles, 
By article 1ft, the delegate is inftru&ed, that “ he fhall on 
no account depart from the original objet and principles of 
this focicty, namely, the obtaining annual parliaments, and 
univerfal fuffrage, by rational and lawful means: 

“ 2d, To fupport the opinion tiat reprefentatives in Par- 
liament ought to be paid by their conftituents. 

“ 7th, That it is the duty of the people to refift any a& 
of Parliament repugnant to the original principles of the cone 
ftitution, as would be every attempt to prohibit affociations for 
the purpofe of reform,” 

The inftructions by the Society for Conftitutional Informa- 
tion to their delegates were alfo found in the pofleffion of Skir- 
ving 5 the purport of which have been already ftated in the 
former Report of the Committee. 

There was likewife found in the poffeffion of Skirving, a 
letter from the Secretary of the Lecds Conftitutional Society, 
addreffed to the members of the Scotch Convention.” 

From the papers produced to the Committee it appears, that 
this Convention did accordingly aflemble at Edinburgh on the 
28th of Oaober latt, to the number of about 150 perfons ; 
and afrer fi ting four days, in the hope of being joined Ly the 
delegates fo.. England, they feparated, in the apprehenfion 
that the Englith deiegates did not mean to attend. Iwo days 
afterwards Margarot end Gerrald, with two other perfons, one 
of them a delegate from the London Society for Conttitutional 
Information, and the other a delegate from Sheffield, arrived 
in Edinourgh, Skirving wnmediatly called together a new 
Conventiou, to mect upen the 19th of November: Audinan 
advertifement inferted in the newipaper, called the Edinburgh 
Gazetteer, 
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Gazetteer, and by hand bills, ftrongly urged the neceflity of 
the delegates throughout Scotland attending to this mecting, 
"About the 4t) or 5:h of November, Meffrs. Hamilton 
Rowan, and Butler, members of the fociety of United Iriths 
‘men of Dublin, arr ved at Edinburgh from Ireland, though 
with no immeédiate commiffion on this bufinets ; but during 
the week they remained in that plice, they, with the Englith 
delegates, attended the meeting of the General Committee of 
the Convention, in which it was agreed to receive thefe two 
gentlemen as dclegate for the Siciety of United Irifhmen. 
Mr. Hamilton Rowan appears to hae acknowledged, by vo- 
voluntary declaration before the Sheriff of Edinburgh, that he 
had b en folicited vy letter from Scotland, on the fubje‘t’ of 
fending delegat s from the Society of United [rifhmen, to at- 
tend the Scotch Convention ; but he declined mentioning the 
names of tue perfon or peifons who had fo correfponded with 
him. 

This Convention accordingly met on the 19th of Novems 
ber, ‘to the number of adout one*hundred and fixty; and 
rather a greater proportion of country delegates than before, 
Rowan and Butler were by this time return.d to Ireland’; bat 
the Englifh delegates remained, and regularly attended the 
Convention as long as it continued to meet. 

Dur-ng the three firft days the Convention appears, from 
its minutes, tohave chiefly einployed itfelf on matters of form 3 
but having on the 22d of Noven.ber, 1793 changed its title to 
that of * the Britiith Convention of Deicgates of the People, 
aflociated to obtain univerfal fuffrage and annual Parliaments,” 
they, in almoft every particular, efflumed the {tile and mode of 
proceeding adopted by the National Convention of France, 
They divided themfelves into {c€tions, committees of organiza- 
tion, inftructions, finance, and fecrecy ; denominated their 
meetiiigs fittings; granted ionours of fittings; made honou- 
table mention in their minutes of patriotic donations; entered 
their minutes as made in the firft year of the Britith Conven- 
tion; inftitute! primary fovieties; provincial allemblies and 
departments ; receiv.d from their iections a variety of motions 
and reports—fome of which have the words “ Vive la Convene 
tion” prcfixed to them, and end with “ ¢aira’*—aad fome 
dated Firf? year of the Britifh Convention, one and indivifible.” 

Having at laft, on the 28h of November, with peculiar fo 
lemnity, pafled a refolution, which necefiarily attracted the at- 
tention of the law officers of the crown, the ringleaders, with 
all their papers, were feized, early on the mormming ot we sth 
of 
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of December, and carried before the proper magiftrate for 

examination, The refolution alluded to, and which appears 
from the minutes to have been the fubject of frequent and de. 
aiberate confideration, was deemed by the Convention as net 
expedient to be infzrted immediately in its proper place. The 
infertion of it appears to. have been poftponed till the clofe of 
the Convention, and a blank was left for that purpofe in the 
misiutes... The motion, with the refolutions founded thereon, 
was difcovered amonglt the papers of the delegate from the 
Society. for Confitutional Information in London, and is. of 
the following tenor: 

“ Refolved, that the following ds claration and refolutions be 
inferted at the end of our minutes ; viz. 

« That this Convention, confidering the calamitous ial 
quences of any act of the legiflature which may tend to dee 
prive the whole or any part of the people of their undoubted 
riyhtto meet, either by themfelves or by delegation, to dilculs 
any matter relative to their common intereft, whether of a pub- 
lic or private nature, and holding the fame to be totally incone 
fiffent with the firlt principles and fafety of fociety, and alfo 
fubverfive of our known and acknowledged conftitutional Jie 
berties, do hcreby declare, before God and the world, that we 
fhall follow the wholefome example of former times, by paying 
no regard to any act which (hall militate againft the conftitution 
of our country, and thai] continue to aflemble and confider of 
the beit means by which we can accomplifh a real reprefene 
tation of the peeple, and annual election, until compelled to 
defift by fuperior force. 

“¢ And we do refalve, That the firft notice given for the in- 
troduction of a Convention Bill, or any bill of a fimilar ten- 
dency to that paficd in Ireland in the laft feffion of their Par- 
liament; 

“ Or any bill for the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus AQ, 
or the act for preventing wrongous imprifonment, and againtt 
undue delays in trial in North Britain ; 

« Or in cafe of an invafion; or the admiflion of any fo- 
reign troops whatfoever into Great Britain or Ireland; 

« All or any one of thefe calamitous circumftances, fhall 
be a fignal to the feveral delegates to repair to fuch place as the 
Secets. Committee of this Convention ‘thall appoint ; and the 
firft feven members fhall have power to declare the fittings per- 
manent, fhali conititute a Convention, aid twenty-one pros 
ceed to bulinels ; 

« The 
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«The Convention doth therefore refolve, that each dele- 
gate, immediately on his return home, do convene his confti- 
tuents, and explain to them the neceflity of electing a delegate 
or delegat-s, and of eftablifhing a fund, without delay, againtt 
any of thefe emergencies, for his or their expence ; and that 
they do inftruct the faid delegate or delegates to hold themfelves 
in readinefs at one hour’s warning.” 

Thefe refolutions appear, from the minutes, to have been 
immediately followed up by the appointment of a Secret Come 
mittee, whofe powers and mode of proceeding are precifely 
and diftin€tly marked out in the minutes of the Convention. 
Itis proper farther to ftate, that on the 4th of December, the 
day preceding the arreft of the ringleaders, when they probably 
had eitheir received information, or had fufpeCted from their 
own conduct that meafures were to be taken againft them, the 
Convention, on the motion of Margarot, unanimoufly re- 
folved, 

« That the moment of any illegal difperfion of the Britifh 
Convention fhall be confidered as a fummons to the delegates 
torepair to the place of meeting appointed for the Conven- 
tion of Emergency by the Secret Committee ; and that the 
Secret Committee be inftru&ted, without delay, to proceed to 
fix the place of meeting.” 

Upon the evening of the 5th of December, the Convention 
met, notwith{tanding the arreft of their leading members on 
the morning of that day, and proceeded inftantly to declare 
themfelves permanent, and to meet in fpite of the magiftrates 5 
but were prevented from proceeding further by the unexpected 
appearance of the magiftrates, to whofe authority they refufed 
tofub:nit, until the provoft of the city feized the Sheffield de- 

legate, their prefident, and compelled him to leave the chaire 
They again met on the evening of the 6th of December, ina 
houfe in the fuburbs of the city, and were proceeding with the 
fame violence as on the preceding evening, when the Sheriff 
of the county interrupted and difperfed them. Since this pe 
riod no public meeting has been held ; but they have conti- 
nucd to meet privately and in different focieties, and appear {till 
tocarry on a fecret correfpondence with various parts of 
England and Scotland. 


(To be continued.) 
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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For AUGUST, 1794. 
FRANCE, 


HERE is not to be found, in the whole compafs of hif- 
tory, any circumftance, or combination of circum 
ftances, from which the human mind has received fo violent an 
agitation, as that which has accompanied the different fhades 
and fhapes of the French revolution, The reformation of 
religion is one of thofe great events to which this revolution 
bears the greateft fimilarity. Buc the reformation, modified by 
German phlegm, was deliberate and regular in its progrefs ; 
The French revolution, deeply tinétured with French levity 
and fire, has pafied fuddenly from form to form 3; nor canit 
yet be conjeCtured in what its devious courfe wil] terminate, 
In France the gradations from de{potifm to limited monarchy ; 
from limited monarchy to repuclicanifm ; from repudlicanifm 
to democracy ; and from democracy to anarchy ; have been 
extremely rapid ; fo rapid indeed, that, in the midft of all thefe 
changes, the form, if form it may be called, of anarchy alone 
is feen, on a general view, as a fiery obje@, whirled rapidly 
round and round, exhibits the appearance of a permanent cir 
cle. In this political whirlpool the focial feelings have all been 
{wallowed up and lott, The name of freedom has been profti- 
tuted to the moft oppreffive and crue) purpofes ; a barbarous 
ferocity has ufurped the name of national courage; the coms 
pletcft internal tyranny has been difguifed in the garb of ree 
volutionary ardour 5 and every popular leader has fallen a facri- 
fice to popular fury. 

What t¢ ultimate views of Robefpierre, with his creatures 
or aflociates, were, or whether he had any fixed and determi- 
mate plan at all, farther than the immediate gratification of an 
intriguing and reftlcfs difpofition, incapable of copartnerthip 
Or moderation, cannot yet be certainly known. Some have 
thought that it was his defign to bring the Dauphin out of 
his confinement, and, in his perfon, to reftore monarchy.— 
But Robelpierre was generally contidered as a determined fa- 
natic : Nor could he have any reafonable hope, in the actual 
temper of the nation, and under the new divilion of property, 
of being able to carry that plan into execution, On the 
other band, it he reflected at all on the inveterate paffion for 
liberty-that had pervaded all France, and difcomtited fo many 
attempts to relture Monarchical government, be could not {up 
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pofe that the French nation would brook tyranny inthe perfonof 
an upftartditator: A dictator unadorned with the fplendour of 
military atchievements, and fullied, n public opinion at leaft, by 
that lictlenefs and chicane which are afcribed to the profeflion of 
the lawyinevery nation of Europe. Yet what hall we fay? That 
this demagogue did, in fact, meditate the defign of controlling 
the National Convention by means of the Committee of Pub- 
lic Safety, the Revolutionary Tribunal, the armed force of the 
municipality, or, in plain Englifh the city of Paris*, and by 
changing the democratical conititution of the army intoa 
train of dependencies, at the head of which he was to place 
himfelf, As to the views and motives of Robefpierre, there 
would be no end of conjecture : But, independently of thefe, 
the cataftrophe that involved his fate, with that of his parti 
zans, is a moft copious fubject of refleQion moral and politi- 
cal. 1. Among the features that disfigure the French revoe 
lution, and confequently the national character of the Frenchy 
from whofe minds and tempers the revolution directly {prings, 
is this, that, in their internal] diffenfions and contefts, there is no 
gradation in punifhment, no moderation in victcry. Deathis 
awarded to every crime, proved or fufpecied: The political 
pattizan is to be appeafed only by the death of his adverfary+t. 
How many individuals, like poor Simon who waited on the 
Dauphin, and feveral domeftics of the late King and Queeny 
have fallen facrifices, not to crimes, not to venial tran{grefiions, 
not to flight and unfounded fufpicions, but to their very 
virtues ! 

2, How fluuating is popular favour, and on what trivial 
circumftances and unknown variations in the humours of meng 
do great affairs depend! The commune of Paris, the armed 
force of Paris, the Jacobin Club at Paris, ramified into every 
part of France, and hitherto the arbiters of the public couns 
cils and fortune, were all on the fide of Robefpierre. Buta 
fpirit of bold patriotifm was quickly fpread by powerful fyme 
pathy from certain individuals in the National Convention 
throughout all clafles iu Paris. A force was quickly provided 

Vor. XX1V.605. » 21 for 


* The Commune of Paris is analogous to the Common Couns 
cil, and the diferent fections to the ditterent wards, of the city of 
London, 

+ This confideration, by the way, may have been that which 
determined Robefpierre to purfue his opponents in che Convention 
even to death. ‘The party of T'alicn, he might fuppoiec, would 
be fatisfied only with his death. He meant to itrike tue frit blow. 
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for guarding the National Convention from violence; the 
courage and firmnefs of the Parifian guards were not to be 
rallied by the intrepid oratory and example of Henriot ; the 
commune of Paris, that had at firft promifed an afylum to Ros 
befpierre, tamely gave him up; the municipality and the fec- 
tions of Paris congratulated the Convention on his arreft ; and 
all the people exprefied immoderate joy at the execution of him, 
who, but a few days before, had been their idol. But had the 
commune of Paris, and the municipal guards, been firm to 
their engagements, the Convention might have been fur. 
rounded before they had time to ftrike a blow. The courage 
of that aflembly might have been caft down, and that of the 
Jacobins proportionably exalted. ‘The fate of France hung 
in fufpenfe on the queftion who fhould ftrike the firft blow; 
and was to be determined by the tofs-up of a halfpenny. 

3. It was, perhaps, owing to the confidence they placed 
inthe Jacobins and the municipality of Paris, that Robefpierre, 
his brother, Couthon, St. Juft, and others, behaved with fuch 
undaunted courage, when Robefpierre was denounced in the 
Convention. ‘There was, however, a noble propriety in their 
conduét, They didnot fhrink from their friend, in the criti 
cal moment of danger and diftrefs, but adhered to his princi- 
ples and caufe, and clung, as it were, tohis perfon. To fay 
the truth, the French, in this dreadful revolution, have dif. 
played innumerable inftances of heroifm. Never was therea 
greater contempt of death, or prodigality of life.—But, 

4+ That which chiefly interefts us, and all neighbouring 
nations in the late cataftrophe at Paris, is, its political confe- 
quences. We, in Britain, have not, perhaps, been fully fen- 
fible, how general the {pirit of liberty had become in France, 
and how deeply rooted. We have been prone to hope that the 
caufe of monarchy would draw fome advantage from the pre- 
valence of certain men and fets of men, and the fall of others, 
Various ups and downs, however, of this kind have taken 
place; and {till the French go on in their wild career. We 
are apt tu look at men and perfonal influence ; the French to 
principles, to freedom, to the eftablifhment of a republic.— 
Even if Robefpierre and his faction had gained the advantage 
over the Convention, it is not probable that their afcendancy 
would have been lafting ; though they might have bound the 
nation in fetters for a time, and prepared the way for various 
events, never now to happen. By the overthrow of that face 
tea which aimed to give law to the Convention, the authority 
of 
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of that afflembly will be confirmed; and the tide of affairs 
will flow more and more in the channel of republicanifm.— 
Tallien may undergo the fate of Danton and Robefpierre, but 
other heads will {pring up ; and thus this turbulent ftate, like 
a race of men, may be continued for a time, amidft death and 
difafter, in various forms ; though their family, like thofe of 
pirates and robbers, will probably be of fhort duration. Ie 
may be here objected to this prediction, that nations of men 
have, in the character and vocation of robbers and pirates, 
enjoyed a long and fplendid exiftence. Witnefs the Arabian 
tribes, the ftates of Barbary, intermixed with Arabs and tinc- 
tured with Arabian cuftoms ; and, above all, the Roman em- 
pire, founded in ideas of rapine, and by ideas and habits of 
rapine carried to the higheft pitch of power and glory. Bue 
the circumftances in which the Arabian and Roman ftates 
ftruck root in the earth, and thofe of the prefent times, are 
moft effentially different: And therefore it is not reafonable to 
infer, that what was produced or permitted by the former, will 
alfo be produced or permitted by the latter. When the Ara- 
bians, but efpecially when the Romans, laid the foundations of 
their power, the world in general was funk in ignorance, ri- 
vetted to the foil by habits of hunting, and the occupations of 
agriculture 5 pet: ve to narrow ipheres by the tyranny of 
fuperftition; or engaged only in the petty warfare of plunder 
orof paffion: The firft extremely limited in extent, the fe- 
cond in duration. Inthe prefent age of fcience, commerce, 
and extended intercourfe of nations, no political revolution in 
one country is regarded as a matter of indifference in another : 
But a revolution that threatens to cut up by the rcots all fu- 
bordination and good order, on which all improvement and 
comfort depend, muft, in its progrefs, be oppofed by all civilifed 
nations. Hitherto the European nations, from a narrow and 
thort-fighted felfifhnefs, have thrown the chief burthen of the 
conteft on the Emperor and the Englifh,—But fhould the 
French crofs the Rhine, and other barriers, nations more re- 
mote would be brought ferioufly into play 5 and the horizon of 
their vitories muft always be {urrounded by a wider horizon of 
hoftile refiftance ; until, at laft, their ftrength be enfeebled by 
diftance between the fource of motion and the centre of pere 
cufion.—Thus then, it feems certain, that the prefent order 
of affairs in France cannot be lafting. If the French con- 
tinue their attacks all around them, they will weaken their 
ftrength by dilatation, and provoking a wider and wider con- 
federacy againftthem. If, on x contrary, they thould attempt 
2 2 to 
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to confine themfelves, in peace, within their own borders, the 
their government muft fall to pieces for want of external pref. 
fure. That preflure was indeed, at firft, very impolitically 
forced upon them. Their neighbours, may, however, {ce their 
error, and leave the French to themfelves. But the rulers of 
that unhappy people, in fuch a cafe, would be reduced to the 
neceflity of provoking hoftility ; for their republic is a kiad of 
falamander that can exift only in fire. 

Although reafoning from ancient to modern times has fome. 
times beca carricd to pedantic extravagance, we can, in fome 
inftances, trace fimilarities of fituation between ancient and 
modern nations, which human nature being in all ages the 
fame, aay juitify ¢ertain general anticipations. ‘The Roman 
was but an ill-balanced flate, confilting of only two powers; 
that of the fenate, and that of the people. Rome going on 
conquering and to conquer, and wanting at length external 
enemuics, near enough to ierve asa balance for her internal agi« 
tation, tell back upon herfelt, aid perifhed in her own fire— 
The French demagogucs have Greece and Rome too muth in 
their heads not to be fenlible that peace would be fatal to their 
turbulent ftate 3 which muft therefore die, now, that the fword 
has beca undappily drawn, nut by a plethora, but by exhautltion, 

S P A IN. 

The point of honour is ftill maintained among the Spaniards, 
They are good foldiers, and hate the French heartily. Yee 
there is evidently a languor in their military @perations, pare 
ticularly at f ay which can fearcely be accoutited for by the re- 
duced flate of the Sparitth revenue ; for it ‘is not many years 
finee they gave proofs that, when they bad a‘mind, they could 
render théif neval power not a little formiduble to their 
proudeft neighbours. Perhaps we would’ not .be far wide of 
the truth, if we fhould ‘account for the flackne(s of the 
Spaniards, and of other powers, in co-operating with Britain, 
efpecially at fea, toa general jedloufy of our hav.) power, which 
feems to threaten the world with a monopoly of commerce, 


i er i tee * 

The military fpirit, for the reafors we gave in a former 

number, may yet revive in-Italy, The French have judged it 

prudent to evacyate Piedmont.—A firm fpirit of refittance to 

Frenchmen and French principles, it is faid, prevails both at 
Rome* and Naples. 

GERMANY. 
* The prefent Pope is a man of fpirit. He has declared, that 
he will not flee from Rome ; but if he mult die, die at his pot 
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GERMAN Y. 


From the conftitution of the German empire, it.is difficult 
tobring the Imperial forces into action, with due promptitude 
and vigour: Not to mention that, in the prefent war, though 
every fovercign prince be fo nearly concerned in its iffuc, it is 
certain, Germany is the greateft nurfery of men fit for war in 
Europe ; and fome of the free, or imperial, and other towns, 
poflefs much wealth, The contingent furnifhed to’the army 
of the empire by the city of Frankfort is no more than go men, 
But Frankfort, in the hands of the French, was made to ihew, 
that it could, on av emergency, furnifh ten thoufand men, and 
ten millions of livres. Whether fhall the moft wealthy and 
flourifhing of the Germanic ftates (the firft by their fituation 
to be fubdued by the conquerers) draw out their refources ia 
order to repel the incroachments of the French, or to gratify 
and inflame their rapacity and ambition? How will future 
hiftorians, if the French plunderers fhall prevail—how will 
hiftorians, if the exiftence of hiftorians fhall not be precluded 
by the progrefs of barbarifm, account for the fact, that the re« 
fources of Germany could not be brought into play for the 
good of all, by all the influence and power of Britain and of 
Auftria?—The Emperor feems to be perfe&ly fincere and 
realous in the common caufe ef fovereigns, and men of pros 
perty. His conduct, in point of morality, is honourable 5 
though, perhaps in point of policy, not always prudent. He 
neither robs neutral nations, nor cozens his friends.and allies 
eut of their treafure. He offers to borrow money on fecurity 
the moft undoubted that the condition of human affairs will 
admit, and on terms to the lenders the moft advantageous. In 
this there is nothing either dithonourable or impolitic. “There 
is nothing, in reality, immoral or irreligious in the invitation 
of the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, to the people to :ife in a mafs 
againft thei: French invaders; nor yet in that to give up, for 
the common good, the cuurch plates which, ia the eye of 
teafon, could never be even more religioufly employed than in 
checking the domination of infidels and atheifts. But too 
many of the priefthood and the mafs of the people, itis to be 
feared, will confider this as a facrilegious intrufion of governs 
ment in facred matters. It betrays, too, the fad failure of re 
fources, But what fhall we fay, if the Emperor has no other 
immediate refource? Why, no doubt, that neceflity has no 
law.—It may be farther urged, in defence of that meafure, 
thatit is fighting the French at their own weapons: and far- 
ther 
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ther ftill, that the failure of refources which it difcovers may 
fhew to the Ruffians, Pruffians, and other powers, that they cans 
not much longer fhuffle off from themfelves the tafk of main- 
taining the rights of fovereigns. The grand queftion is, Will 
the people rife in a mafs? //ill they give up their facred 
veflels and ornaments? Will they yield to religion and 
loyalty what the French have facrificed at the fhrine, or rather, 
alas! to the fhade of liberty ? 


POLAN D. 


This unhappy country is forced again to yield to the united 
defpotifm of Ruffia, Prufiia,and Auftria. If ever there wasa 
people worthy of liberty, itis the Poles; if ever a prince fitted 
to take the lead in eftallifhing a government “ regularly free*,” 
it is the prefent King of Poland. It is doubtlefs unfortunate 
for the caufe of fovereigns, that the fame powers that are hof- 
tile to France are alfo hoftile to Poland. Jt is an abfolute fact, 
that emiffaries, certain Italians, have been fent from the court 
of Berlin to form Jacobin clubs in Poland, that the proceed. 
ings of thofe fanatics might furnifh pretexts for the introduc- 
tion of new armies, and for farther oppreffions. The fame 
arts from the fame quarter were practifed, it has been faid, but 
on doubtful evidence, for purpofes not wholly diffimilar, in 
Rolland. 

TURKEY m EUROPE, 


If the prophecies contained in the facred writings of both 
Muffulmen and Chriftians were not foon to be accomplifhed, 
the Turks would roufe from their lethargy, and unite their 
arms with thofe of Poland and France, for humbling the ene- 
tics of their empire. 


RUS SIA. 


‘The Emprefs of Ruffia has fent a fleet into the Britith feas 
of ten thips of war, whether to join the Britith fleet againft 
the French, as has been reported, or in what other mode to act 
againft the Turks, her grand object directly or indircétly, is 
not yet quite certain. ‘Ihe demands {he made relating to Poe 
land, the navigation of the Black Sea and Bofphorus, and the 
French frigates and other fhips in the Archipelago, were 
treated by the Porte with becoming dignity. ‘This, perhaps, is 
the fecret of the Ruffianarmament. It will be a good ftroke 
of ‘policy if the Czarina, under the veil of acting with the al- 
lies, and againft France, can contrive to gratify aa 
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and exercife a degree of domination at Conftantinople. The 
Ruffian fquadron, too, by acting with the Englifh fleet, will 
have a good opportunity of learning naval tactics. 

It is not at all improbable, that the Emprefs may be able, 
amidft the prefent confufions, to re-eftablifh at Conftantinople 
a Greek empire. 

It is in the nature of defpotifm to difcourage the general dif- 
fufion of learning, which calls to mind the ancient republic, 
and the natural rights and claims of mankind. In Afia, where 
defpotifm feems to be, as it were, natural and indigenous, great 
and generous monarchs have encouraged learning without any 
danger of political revolution. But in the active climate of 
Europe, the permanence of defpotic power appears to be in- 
confiftent with the advancement of knowledge. Many of 
the Kings and nobles of France, from a love of ingenious 
praife, and an affectation of refinement, patronifed {cicnce, as 
well as the arts. Lewis XIV. infpired with a paffion for lie 
terary honours, determined to extend his fame beyond the pre 
cinéts of Verfailles, the {phere that bounded the eulogies of 
courtiers and fycophants, by engaging men of genius and 
learning in his fervice, in order to tranfmit the memory of his 
reign to pofterity. This paffion was, perhaps, inftilled, and 
certainly it was nourifhed in the royal breaft, by the inftitution 
of the French Academy, in his minority, by Cardinal Rich- 
lieu; which inftitution was undertaken with a view to draw 
off the inquifitive and ardent genius of the French nation 
from matters of government. But the Academy, and the 
tafte and turn that it bred in the French court, overturned the 
monarchy. 

Lewis the Grand, in the purfuit of perfonal glory, fhook to 
the foundations the authority of his fucceffors, by contributing 
to difpel that cloud of ignorance in which that authority was 
feated. The advances of free enquiry were fhrowded under 
the covering of allegiance and attachment to the grand mo- 
march. Poets and orators, even the panegyrifts ot arbitrary 
Kings, at firft infinuated the rights and claims of humanity : 
Philofophers advanced thefe with lefs and lefs management or 
referve : Philofophy was the fathion. The difcipline of def- 
potifm was carelefsly relaxed by fympathy with general fen- 
timent ; confidence was emboldened by impunity; and the 
firong holds of tyranny were at lait carried by the aflault of 
popular enthufiafm. Thus the hiftory of France is a warns 
ing to legiflators and ftatefmen never to attempt an union be- 
tween flavery and improvement in knowledge, It is therefore 
9 extremely 
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extremely curious and interefting to fee the prefent great Em- 
prefsof Ruffia treading in the very footfteps of Lewis XIV. 
fwaying the fceptre of military defpotifin with one hand, and 
with the other difpenfing the moft liberal encouragement to 
the arts and {ciences, 


SWEDEN ad DENMARK. 


Thefe kingdoms, trufting the caufe of fovereign powers to 
other nations, endeavour to enrich themfelves by commerce, 
to the detriment of thofe very nations under whofe wings they 
find fhelter and protection in the exercife of fovereignty, 
The Ruffian fquadron is, perhaps, directed againft the come 
merce between France and thefe two nations. 


dhe LOW COUNTRIES. 


The Auftrian Netherlands have been abandoned by the ale 
lies, who can, with greater advantage, make a ftand on the 
coait of Holland. Their abandonment of thofe provinces 
may, perhaps, fhew to other nations the neceflity of beftirring 
themfelves, and the danger of trufting the fortune of the war 
to the exertions of Great Britain and the Empire. It may 
alfo have the effeét of roufing the Dutch to more aCtive ef- 
forts for their own fafety.— Tne French, in the midft of theit 
career in the Low Countries, received a check, firft by the 
convulfion at Paris, and afterwards by the ravages of an epi- 
demical diftemper; infomuch that the fiege of Sluys is faid to 
have been raifed, and the French to be falling back towards 
their own fronticr. In ituch circumftances, the Prince of 
Saxe Cobourg may find fome opportunity of retaliation for 
fome late difafters. 


GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. 


It appears fomewhat paradoxical, thrt the difcomfiture and 
retreat of the Britifh troops fhould keep up the price of the 
Britifh flocks. Ie is neverthelefs very true. The dangers 
that threatened Holland have Jatcly driven many opulent 
Dutch families to take refuge, with their weelth in England, 

We have of fate been unfuccefsful in our atte ts in the 
French ifland of Guadaloupe. To balance tie bad tidings 
from that quarter, Admiral Murray has fallea in with, and 
taken a fléct of French ftorclhips, laden with provifions from 
America. 

For 
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Short Account of the Vifit made to Exeter by King 
Charles the Second. 


e te expedition made this fummer by the Royal Family 
from Windfor to Weymouth attracts the public no- 
tices How much more then ntult the following extract from 
the Memoirs of Exeter aftonith! before turnpikes, or poft- 
horfes for draught, were ever heard of; and this expeditious 
journey through a tract of country, where the roads were fo 
formidable, that tradition fays it was ufual for people to make 
their laft wills and teftaments before they fat out on fo pe- 
rilous a journey. 


“ Exeter, Fuly 3,1794- 

“ King Charles the Second, in his way from Plymouth 
(whether he went by fea) lodged at the Dean’s houfe in this 
city, was bountifully entertained at the city’s fole expence, who 
prefented his Majefty with Sool. in gold, which he gracioufly 
received, and knighted the Mayor. The next morning, at 
three o’clock, he went hence, lodged that nigit at Wilton, at 
the Earl of Pembroke’s, and the day following returned fafcly 
to Whitehall.” 


As the extraStor of this very extraordinary exploit, as well 
as many other perfuns now living, well remembers the horrid 
condition of the roads from Exeter to London, where the ore 
ders to the poft-boys carrying the Royal-expreffes were, to be 
as expeditious as poflible, at the rate of four miles an hour. 

Now whether this Royal journey was performed on horfe= 
back (which f think moft probable), or in carriages, or partly 
by both, I muft leave to every one’s conjeGture. Be it no- 
ticed, that it was in the month of Jul:, when the fummer’s 
track or path was pretty {mooti, and fituated by the fide of the 
rough winter road, and where the chief travelling-was on clay 
or earth, like many roads in England through the fens, 


Weymouth, September 1, 1794+ 








Arfwer, by Hermes, to F. B. Chivers’s Queftion, inferteg 
December 23. ' 


HE reétangle of the numbers is =a% Put x=one of 
them ; then the other will be=a’->x, and conicquently 
Vor, XXIV. 605. 2K by 
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by the firft condition of the queftion a*x*+x=a*x=b, and 
therefore x = b-> a* one of the numbers, and the other = 


at—>b. 





Anfwer, by Fo B. Chivers, of St. Auftell, to T. Pearce’s Charade, 
inferted Fune 16. 


N SPRING I walk the lone fequefter’d grove, 
To hear the warblers tune their fongs of love; 

Behold each field with verdant pafture crown’d, 
While mildnefs feems to hover o’er the ground; 
No (urgy TIDES tremendoufly do roll; 
No howling winds provoke the northern pole; 
But chearful {pring holds his defpotic reign, 
And to our view prefents a pleafing {cene, 


*t® We have received the like an{wer from P. Hoare, of 
Stoke Climfland; J. Collins, of Uffculm; J, Bulgin, of Cai- 
tle Carey; W. Hawkins, of Crediton; J. Commins, of Ta- 
viftock ; Homo, near Cerne; W. Brewer, of Taunton; and 
J. Rofevear, of St. Auitell. 





4 REBUS, ly WV. Hawkins, of Crediton, 


E learn’d f{cribblers, wits of fame, 
If you'll my firft difplay 5 
King, my worthy bards, you'll name, 
That rul’d with tyrant {way. 


That kingdom, Sirs, it muft be found, 
Where Ulyfles great did reign; 

A little infect next expound, 
And lait a bird explain. 


The initials join’d, what’s held moft dear, 
By human beings will appear. 


MRA ROOK HOR ROI HO OR 
tit Our Gorrefpondents who fend Queftions, Enigmas, Cha- 


vades, Rebuffes, or Anagrams, are requefted to fend with them 
their genuine Solutions, as atherwife we shall not chufe to injert 
Lh eile 


POETRY. 
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For the Weekly Entertainer. 
ENGLAND’s TRIUMPH. 


[Tune, ‘* Hail England, Old Eng- 
land, &c.’’J 


RITANNIA! Britannia ! 
unrivall’d in fame, 
Thy foes in confufion turn pale 
at thy name; 
Onthy rock-rooted throne firmly 
feated fublime, 
Below thee break harmlefs the 
billows of time ; 
Where the red crofs fhail wave, 
ftill may glory purfue, 
And freedom find ever a guar- 
dian in you. . 
Cuorus: 
Houzza happy Britons! whom 
Neptune fec ures, 
The high car of creft-blazing 
glory 1s your’s. 


Let Spain boaft the treafures that 
lowin her mines, 
Let Gallia be proud of her olives 
and vines 3 
In bright fparkling jewels let 
India prevail, 
And her odours Arabia diffufe 
in each gale ; 
*Tis Albion alone that is blefs’d 
with a foil, 
Where the fair fruits of virtue 
and liberty {mile. 
CHorvus. 
Huzza happy Britons! whom 
Neptune lecures, 
The bleflings of virtue and free- 
dom are your’s, 


Hark! the drums beat to arms, 

and the trumps hoarfely found 
Stern death whets his fword, and 
grim war thueders round ; 








T R YF. 


Fierce rages the batile, fmoke 
darkens the fkies, 

Now the foe ftops his courfe, now 
he turns, now he flies ; 

Yes, they ly—for what prowefs 
can vanquihh their caufe, 

Who fight for their country, re+ 
ligion, and laws? 

Corus. 

Huzza happy Britons! whom 
Neprune fecures ; 

For a Howe, Hood, a Hotham, 
and Jervis are your’s. 


But hark !—Truth proclaims, as 
her fair banners wave: 

© Britannia, thy fons are as gen- 
** tleas brave. 

** Nochain galled captives their 
*© chariots furround, 

*© But they watch for their wifhes 
“* and weep o’er each wound. 

** Guard the heroes, ye pow’rs, 
** from diftreg% and alarms, 

«* Who triumph as highly in 
*€ mercy as arms.” 

Corus. 

Huzza happy Britons! whom 
Neptune fecures ; 

The rule of the wide-fpreading 
ocean is your’s! 


The mufes to thee their laf tri- 
bute fhall pay ; 

They brighten with freedom, 
with freedom decay ; 

Their harps faintly murmur, no 
wild notes they fing, 

When her red {word oppreffion 
fufpends o’er the ftring; 

Can the eagle foar high, can he 
dart like the wind, 

When his fire is reprefs’d, or hig 
pinjons confin’d ? 


CuHorvs. 
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Cuorvus. 
Huzza happy Britons! whom 
Neptune fecures, 
Thofe foremvtt in learning are 
certainly your’s. 


With fweetnefs and beauty thy 
daughters turprife, 

With rofe-blooming cheeks and 
love-languithing eyes ; 

“© Hafte ye Graces, (cried Ve- 
nus) in Albion prepare, 

*¢ Fit conforts for heroes—the 
** firtt of the fair; 

*« Her fire-breathing fons, un- 
*¢ tubdued in the ficld, 

“* To beauty more potent fhall 
** glory to yield.” 

CuHorus. 

Huzza happy Britons! whom 
Neptune fecures, 

The {oft joys of bright-beaming 
beauty are your’s! 


Thy fenators prudent with keen 
eagle-fight, 

Watch the fceptre of pow’r, and 
the balance of right; 

For them laurell’d {cience unbo- 
foms her ftores, 

And her foul-whelming torrent 
rich eloquence pours ; 

Berene ’mid the ftorm when her 
lightnings are hurl’d, 

Stand the guardians of Britain, 
and lords of the world. 

Cuorus. 

Huzza happy Britons! whom 
Neptune fecures, 

A Pitt, Portland, Grenville, and 
Dundas are your’s, 


With her treffes dithevell’d, her 
forehead reclin’d, 

While her robes of fea-green 
wildly foatin the wind, 

See weeping Britannia exhorts 


That their hearts as their glory 
may always be one; 
2T } . c 
Tis the charter of freedom, at- 
tend to her call, 
United you flourifh, divided 
you fall. 





ENTERTAINER, 


Corvus. 
Hazza happy Britons, trium- 
phantly ting ; 
For treedom mutt flourifh when 
George is your King! 


Oh Albion! our bofoms beat 
highatthy name, _ 
hy health is our tran{port, our 
triumph thy fame ; 

Like our fires, with our fwords 
we’il fupport thy high throne, 

What with their blood they 
bought, .we’ll preferve with 

our own, 

Smile, ye guardians of empire, 
whiilt Britons implore, 

That Albion may flourihh, ull 
time is no more. 

Cuorus. ; 

Huzza happy Britons! trium- 
phantly fing ; » 

For Albion muft flourifh when 
George is her King! 





Tbe WANDERING LOVER, 
By Mrs. SmiTu. 


HILE thus I wander, 
cheerlefs and anbleft, 

And find in change of place, but 
change of pain ; f 

In tranquil fleep che village la- 
bourers reit, . 

And tate repofe that I purfue in 
vain. 

Hath’d is the hamlet now, and 
faintly gleam, 

The dying embers from the 
cafement low 

Of the chatca’d cottage; while 
the mcon’s wan beam 

Lends a new luitre to the daz- 
zling {now,. 

O’er the cold wafte, amid the 
freezing night, 

Scarce heeding whither, defo- 
late I itray. 

For me! pale‘eye of evening! 
thy foftisght, 

Leads to no happy home; my 
weary way 

Ends but ia dark viciffitude of 
care. 
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